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Does the Bible view and treat women as intellectual equals compared to men ?  In Islam we have seen that women are given the right to teach and educate men. In other words Islam beliefs that women are equal to men in their intellectual capacity. If this was not the case, Islamic law would have never allowed women to educate and instruct men [ to teach someone requires intelligence and wisedome on the subject of education ]. However divine law [ the qu'ran and authentic sunnah ] did allow this. The Shari'ah therefor regards women as the intellectual equals of men. In the Bible on the other hand women are not allowed to teach men:

Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach,  nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. [ 1 Timothy 2:11-14 - King James Version ]
 


In the NIV translation of the Bible 1 Timothy 2:14 is translated as:

And Adam was not deceived;  it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. [ 1 Timothy 2:14 - New Internation Version ] 
 


First it's important to point out that the Bible forbids women from two activities, not one. Paul's grammatical structure indicates that it is not merely exercising authority over men that is prohibited but also the teaching of men by women. Dr. R. Fowler White [ Professor of the New Testament ] writes:


The text of 1 Tim 2:12  places restrictions on two activities [ teaching and ruling ], not one [ teaching authoritatively ].  As such, the text does not support the concept of "authoritative teaching" often derived from it.  1 

So women are [1] not allowed to usurp authority over men and [2] not allowed to teach men. Now why does the Bible forbid women to teach men [ besides the prohibition to usurp authority over men ] ? The Bible gives us two reasons for this prohibition. The first reason is provided in verse 13 which reads: "For Adam was first formed, then Eve" . The Bible refers to the order of creation. The second creation account from Genesis 2:4-25 is clearly the text Paul has in mind, for there we find the narrative of Adam being created before Eve. Elsewhere we have seen that Paul views the creation of Adam prior to that of Eve as a sign of male superiority: 


For a man indeed ought not to cover [his] head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man. Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man.   [ 1 Corinthians 11:7-9 ]


Due to this the Bible argues that it is [1] not proper or right for a woman to teach or educate men and [2] not right or proper for a woman to usurp authority over men. The second reason for the prohibition of these two activities is provided in verse 14 which reads:


And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. [ 1 Timothy 2:14 ]

In other words, Paul wants to remind his audience that it was a woman who was so foolish [ and weak in intellect ] that a garden snake was able to trick her. For this reason he argues that it is not proper for her to teach or educate her intellectual superior [ men ]. Paul didn't want women to teach men; that's just as perfectly plain as any Christian doctrine can be, but the plain truth is hard to for some people to see - especially those who embrace evangelical feminism, pretend not to see what's there for all to see, and deliberately engage in false teaching to promote their own social agenda. Martin Luther 2 , the famous German theologian said:

There was more wisdom and courage in Adam......Experience has been witness of this......It was not Adam who went astray. Therefor there was greater wisdom in Adam, than in the woman. 3 


Luther simply confirms the meaning of the verse. Notice how the verse in question uses the biblical story of Eve's deception as a main reason for the prohibition of an issue which requires intelligence and wisedome [women teaching men ]. Saint Robert Bellarmine 4 confirms what Luther has said before and writes the next:
 

From what I have said in the chapter above, another question can be solved: whether indeed Adam can properly be said to have been seduced. For on one side are the very famous words of blessed Paul: "Man was not seduced, but woman, having been seduced, was in transgression" , 1 Timoth. 2. And again " I am afraid that just as the serpent seduced Eve by his cunning, so are your senses corrupted" , 2. Corinth. 11. Where no mention was made of Adam. On the other side, the common feeling of the Fathers seems to hold this: that Adam was seduced.........First of all, he himself states absolutely that man was not seduced, but woman was seduced into transgression; and even if he should say that both transgressed, but the man without another seducing him, the woman surrounded and seduced by another. Secondly because it was the intention of the Apostle in this passage to demonstrate that women are not so strong in judgement or in vigor of mind as men and therefore they ought not to teach in Church, but to learn from men. For when he had said: "..Let a woman learn in silence with all subjection But I do not allow a woman to teach or to rule over a man, but to be in silence.". And he proves both: first, that a woman should not rule over a man, but be subjected, he gathers from this: "..Because Adam was formed first, then Eve..". And also  [ as he adds in 1 Corinth.11 ] "..Woman was formed from man, not man from woman; and woman was formed because of man, not man because of woman..". Then, that woman ought to learn, not teach, he proves from: Because man was not seduced, but woman , having been seduced, is in transgression.
Which argument goes to show that woman is of a simpler nature, with less prudence and judgement than man, for [ as Chrysostom notes in his commentary on this passage ] , the Apostle preferred to say, "man was not seduced, woman was seduced" rather than "Adam was not seduced, Eve was seduced." He said this in order to show that what happened to Adam and Eve came about from the different nature of man and woman, and that men are naturally more prudent and of better and more mature judgement and temperament than women, and for this reason women, who are more easily seduced, are not suitable for teaching..........St. Augustine's opinion which we followed in an earlier chapter is very true: that is, that strictly speaking Adam was not seduced, and that the words of the Apostle ought to be received without any special addition "properly and formally" [ to use scholastic terms ] , when he says, Man was not seduced, woman was seduced in transgression.  5
 


Cornelius a Lapide 6 writes in his famous Commentaria in Scripturam Sacram:
 

13. - For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not seduced, but the woman was seduced in sin - This means: woman must remain silent and learn, that is not teach, and be subject to her husband, because the man excels her, first because of the dignity of being the first creation: for Adam was created first, then Eve from Adam; secondly because of the strength of his intelligence. For Eve allowed herself to be seduced so easily and imprudently, but not Adam. Chrysostom said the same thing, noting that, following the example of the first woman Eve, all women are here implicitly accused of imprudence and levity. Therefore Primasius teaches beautifully: "The Apostle teaches that women must be subject to their husbands because they are second in hierarchical order, but first in guilt"
 14. - Adam was not seduced, but the woman was seduced in sin...This means that Paul is saying the following: One - Woman, as having been seduced by the Serpent, is inferior to man in reason and prudence, and should be subject to him. Two - Therefore God also rightly subjected her to her husband as a punishment for her sin through which she had enticed the man to sin. And, as Chrysostom and Oecumenius point out, on this one occasion a woman taught badly and corrupted the man and everything else, therefore she should not teach any more, but be silent, and learn from man to speak well and act well. Listen to Tertullian [ De habitu Mulierum ] who says to the woman: "You are the gate of the Devil, are the are the unsealer of that [forbidden] tree, you are the first deserter of divine law. You are the person who has attacked him whom the Devil could not approach. You have so easily deceived man who is the image of God. Because of what you deserve, that is death, even the Son of God had to die." 7

Since Adam was not deceived but Eve, it proofs that Adam had more wisedome and intelligence than the woman. This fact becomes more clear when we see how Paul uses this argument for the prohibition of an issue which requires intelligence and wisedome [ women teaching men ]. In other words because woman are so easily deceived [ due to their inferior intellect ] it is not right for them to teach their intellectual superiors [men] ! Another biblical passage confirms this conclusion:

 

Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience as also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church. [ 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 ]

Why would it be a shame for a woman to speak in the church ? Cornelius a Lapide answers this question:


Verse 34. "Women should keep silent in church" - - even prophetesses, because it is against nature and the law that women should speak in the presence of men to whom they are subject (Gen 3,16). Thus says Ambrose and, following him, Anselm. Secondly, because speaking is against their modesty and humility. Thus says Anselm. Thirdly, because men have a better judgment, better intellect, better power of speech and discretion than women have. Fourthly, "rightly women are ordered to keep silent", says Anselm, "since, when they speak, they persuade their husbands to sin (Gen 3)."  8

Martin Luther in the light of these biblical passages came to the next conclusion: 


Men have broad and large chests and small hips, and more understanding than the women, who have but small and narrow breasts, and broad hips, to the end they should remain at home, sit still, keep house, and bear and bring up children. 9

Biblical scripture views women intellectual inferior compared to men. According to the Bible women should remain silent in churches and not be given the option to teach or educate a male audience. So it's "not" the Qu'ran or authentic sunnah of our beloved Prophet Muhammad which views women intellectual inferior to men, but the Bible ! Islam Unlike Christianity offers women the option to  teach or educate men [ as many female companions of the Prophet did ]. Women in Islam moreover are given the right to issue legal verdicts [ fatwa ]. The Bible sadly denies women these rights and views them intellectual inferior compared to men.
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